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Proclamation 7903—National Safe 
Boating Week, 2005 
May 19, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Recreational boating has grown into one 

of our Nation’s most popular pastimes, and 
as the summer approaches, millions of Amer-
icans will enjoy our country’s beautiful wa-
ters. During National Safe Boating Week, we 
highlight our Nation’s commitment to mak-
ing recreational boating safer. 

The number of boating fatalities has de-
creased over the last decade. By promoting 
the use of appropriate safety measures, we 
can save more lives and further reduce the 
number of injuries caused by boating acci-
dents. The U.S. Coast Guard and others rec-
ommend four guidelines for safe boating: 
wear properly fitted life jackets; get vessels 
checked for safety; never boat under the in-
fluence of alcohol or drugs; and get proper 
training about the safe operation of boats. 
By adhering to these simple suggestions, 
boaters can keep themselves and others safe 
as they enjoy our Nation’s waterways. 

In recognition of the importance of safe 
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually 
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day 
weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 21 through May 27, 
2005, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States, to join in observing this 
week. I also urge all Americans to learn more 
about safe boating practices, wear life jackets, 
take advantage of boating safety programs 
throughout the year, and always engage in 
proper and responsible conduct while on the 
water. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 

the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:04 a.m., May 20, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 23. 

Proclamation 7904—National 
Maritime Day, 2005 
May 19, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s merchant mariners make our 

Nation more secure and our economy strong-
er. Throughout our history, they have pro-
moted commerce and protected our free-
dom. On National Maritime Day, we honor 
the dedicated service of the United States 
Merchant Marine. 

Each year, the men and women of the U.S. 
maritime transportation system move more 
than 2 billion tons of cargo along our water-
ways and across the open seas. Many of the 
raw materials Americans purchase are trans-
ported by merchant vessels, and merchant 
mariners ship agricultural products and fin-
ished goods in and out of the United States 
every day. 

Merchant mariners have also served in 
every conflict in our Nation’s history. The 
U.S. Merchant Marine helps provide our Na-
tion’s Armed Forces with crucial supplies 
and equipment. These brave men and 
women demonstrate courage, love of coun-
try, and devotion to duty, and we especially 
honor those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of our Nation. The United 
States is safer and the world is more peaceful 
because of the work of our merchant mari-
ners, and we are grateful for their service. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, 
as amended, has designated May 22 of each 
year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has 
authorized and requested that the President 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 10:16 May 24, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P20MYT4.020 P20MYT4


